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COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl

November 22, 2019

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl, STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KALANA O MAUl BUILDING,
WAILUKU, HAWAII, ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2019, BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M.. WITH
CHAIR KELLY T. KING PRESIDING.

COUNCIL CHAIR KELLY T. KING: Good morning, Councilmembers and guests here today
in the chambers. Today is the regular Maui County Council meeting of November 22,
2019. My name is Kelly King. I'm the Chair of the Maui County Council.

Mr. Clerk, can we please start with roll call.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS NATALIE A. KAMA, ALICE L. LEE,
MICHAEL J. MOLINA, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN, SHANE M.
SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA, AND CHAIR KELLY T. KING.

EXCUSED: COUNCILMEMBER G. RIKI HOKAMA AND VICE-CHAIR
KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ.

(Vice-Chair Rawlins-Femandez was not present when roll was called; however, she arrived
at 9:04 a.m.)

COUNTY CLERK JOSIAH K. NISHITA: Madam Chair, there are seven Members present,
two Members excused. A quorum is present to conduct the business of the Council.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you. And this morning we have opening remarks by
Councilmember Mike Molina.

Mr. Molina.
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OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Councilmember Mike Molina.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Molina.

Alright. So, all of those so inclined, please rise again or stay standing for the Pledge
of Allegiance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council, and others in attendance, rose and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you very much, Mr. Molina. And thank you to our audience.

Before we proceed, can we please ask that everyone silence their cellphones and other
noisemaking devices that you might have on you for the duration of the meeting?

(Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez arrived to the meeting at 9:04 a.m.)

CHAIR KING: And we will welcome our Vice-Chair Keani Rawlins-Fernandez. Good

morning.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha kakahiaka. Chair.

CHAIR KING: Aloha kakahiaka.

Okay. Proceeding with our testimonial, or ceremonial resolutions. Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, we have received no requests for testimony on ceremonial
resolutions. May we close testimony on ceremonial resolutions?

CHAIR KING: Okay. Any objections?

MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.
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CHAIR KING: Alright, the testimony is closed just for ceremonial resolutions.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, proceeding with ceremonial resolutions.

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION

NO. 19-185

CONGRATULATING THE MAUI HIGH

SCHOOL SABER MARCHING BAND FOR

WINNING THE 2019 WESTERN BAND

ASSOCIATION'S CONQUISTADOR CLASSIC

MARCHING COMPETITION

CHAIR KING: Okay. And we go to our Pro Tem Tasha Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you. Chair. I'd like to be able to read, for the record, the
resolution.

(The resolution was read in its entirety.)

CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you, Ms. Kama. And are we following this with a video?

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Yes. And now I would like to ask that we, that the Clerk play the
video.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Clerk.

(A video was shown of the Maui High School Saber Marching Band performance.)

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: So, Members-

CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you. Back to Pro Tem Tasha Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you. So, Members, I speak in support of the resolution.
For participation in a marching band requires astounding levels of discipline,
determination, and commitment by the student members. The demands of that
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participation contributes to the students overall success, not only while participating,
but later in their lives as well.

For marching band to be successful, the individuals need to work as a team with each
member performing with precision, knowing the movements they need to make, where
they are with respect to all the other team members playing their instrument,
maintaining the appropriate facial expression all while keeping pace with the
performance.

A successful marching band is more than just the sum of the success of its members.
It requires the commitment of parents, friends, and family members who support the
students and the entire organization. There's much to be done behind the scenes to
make a wonderful on-field performances happen. From paperwork and travel logistics,
to cleaning and organizing uniforms, the band could not function properly without this
level of support.

The Maui High School Saber Marching Band has a long history of award-winning
performances. Previous Councils have honored them for their success. And as a
community, we should be proud of their accomplishments, but more so, we should be
optimistic for the future of our County. We have dedicated, determined, committed,
and accomplished youth who know what it means to work together as a team to
achieve their desired goals. With young men and women, like the Saber Marching
Band, we are assured a bright future for our community. Thank you. Chair.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you. Member Kama. We need a motion and a second.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA:

SO, I WOULD LIKE TO ENTERTAIN A MOTION
"CONGRATULATING THE MAUI HIGH SCHOOL SABER

MARCHING BAND FOR WINNING THE 2019 WESTERN BAND
ASSOCIATION'S CONQUISTADOR CLASSIC MARCHING

COMPETITION".

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA:

SECOND.

CHAIR KING: Okay, a motion has been made by Member Kama, seconded by
Member Paltin [sic]. And I think you gave your, oh, was Member Sugimura? Okay.
And I think you gave your deliberations.
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COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Yes.

CHAIR KING: So, do we have any other comments?

Member Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you very much. Madam Chair. And I would like to
disclose to the body that I am an alumnus of Maui High School. So, so, needless to
say, I will speak very-

CHAIR KING: Not a conflict of interest.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: No conflict of interest, right. So, I'll certainly speak very
glowingly of the achievements of these young people. And to be on the mainland and
win a competition, a lot of pressure. And for them to come through for us in a big way,
like our other youths in various team sports; just really special for us.

And, Madam Chair, band, like team sports, emphasizes important values like hard
work, cooperation, and respect for each other. And viewing the video is like wow,
they're implementing dance as well as playing their instrument and marching; that is
incredible. So, back in the day when I was in high school, I was in the marching band,
but it was nowhere near the level of this. And even our uniforms was simple; it was
aloha shirt, white pants, and white shoes, that was it, you know.

But to see how far this band program has come is just incredible. And that's a credit
to Mr. Wasano, the band boosters, and of course the parents and the school
administration and staff. So, just terrific job. And you know, music and the arts will
certainly serve as a wonderful springboard or foundation for these young people as
they move on with their lives after high school into whatever career field that they take.
So, great job you guys and keep up the good work. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you. Member Molina.

Ms. Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Yea, congratulations. What an honor. And I think the
whole community has seen the Maui High School Marching Band progress over the
years. I have been fortunate in my previous work of doing a lot of community things of
working with Kerry Wasano and the band doing Christmas in Wailuku with Wailuku
First Friday. The UH teams, when they come, have used the Maui High School
Marching Band as their music support when they played here at the, at the, at the gyms
here in West Maui.
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And, but I've just seen amazing, amazing parents, amazing students. It takes huge
commitments; even during the summer they're practicing. And they're all focused on
always being the best. And I think it's leadership. I think it's a commitment from parents
and grandparents who truly are amazing that make them the, the strength that they
are in the community.

And on a side note, I bet you that Maui High School has a lot of district exemptions for
students that live elsewhere but have an interest of being part of this class-action band.
So, congratulations and I totally support this resolution.

CHAIR KING: Thank you. Member Sugimura.

Any other comments? Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair. I too want to extend my
congratulations to the team. That was just magical, I loved it so much. Incredible job,
as my colleague said. Such commitment, dedication, hard work, discipline. And I can
see that carrying over, you know, throughout their life.

I, I danced in a hula competition, so I know what's involved in practicing where to, to
step, where to go after each movement. And that wasn't just a short piece; that was
long. That was a lot of moves and just in, incredible, incredible. So, mahalo. Chair.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo. Any other comments? Okay, I'll add my congratulations. And I'm not
personally an alumnus, but both my, both my children did graduate from Maui High
School. So, and I was on the school community-based management board, so I
always take a lot of pride in the accomplishments of Maui High School. I think you
represent us well on the mainland and at home.

And I also wanted to acknowledge that this high school is actually currently the district
high school not only for Kahului, but also for South Maui. So, there are a lot of students
that come from a lot of, from around the island, not necessarily in district exemptions,
but till we get the high school in South Maui up and running.

And it's been just my pleasure to have had interacted with the school for the, the six
years my kids went through the school, and they both graduated from UH with master's
degrees. So, I expect great things. I think Maui High School also has the most number
of students who, of anywhere of public high schools, who went of MIT. So, it's got an
amazing reputation. And then certainly the marching band adds to that. So,
congratulations to all you students. Thank you for being here. It doesn't look like we
have all 123, but we have quite a few.
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So, with that, I will call for the question. All those in favor of the resolution, say "aye".

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS KAMA, LEE, MOLINA.
PALTIN, SINENCI, SUGIMURA, VICE-CHAIR
RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, AND CHAIR KING.

CHAIR KING: Any opposed?

NOES: NONE.

EXCUSED: COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Measure passes eight "ayes", one "excused".

Alright. Ms. Kama, would you like to call the band up, or the students that are here?

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Yes. If the students and their, the principal, and I think
Mr. Wasano and Mr. Lim are here, so if you would all please come down. We vyant to
be able to give you folks a few token of our appreciation and do some picture-taking.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Mr. Wasano, are you going to say a few words?

MR. KERRY WASANO: Good morning. Chair King and all our Councilmembers. I'm Kerry
Wasano, the Band Director of Maui High School. And I've had the privilege of teaching
at Maui High School, my alma mater, for 22 years. This is 22, 22nd year.

As you saw on the video, the marching activity has changed pretty drastically. So,
complete with soundtrack like scores and beautiful costuming and dancing like
Councilmember Molina mentioned. To stay current, we really needed to change our
approach and doing so, we need to bring in people from the mainland to, to help coach
our students, etc. And that's, that's all, it costs money to do obviously. And so, I really,
really want to, want to give a big thank you to our booster club who, who's been very,
very supportive in our transition over to this style of marching to, to fund all of these
coaches to come in and, and of course, all of our members' parents doing all the
fundraising that's necessarily, necessary to, to get this program to where it is now. And
again, a testament to the students and their, their families and all their hard work.

So, back in 2015, we did the Rose Parade; biggest parade ever. A million people in
the audience. In 2017, we went to Indianapolis and, and this, this last trip to California.
All of this would not be possible without everyone's support in the island of Maui. And,
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and just moving fonward, we'd like to be as ambitious, so we look forward to, to
receiving more support in the future and of what we're doing. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo.

MR. WASANO: We also have our band president, Sarah, and our booster president, Linda,
to say a few words. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Sarah, are you related to Jane Sakakihara?

MS. SARAH SAKAKIHARA: Good morning, Councilmembers. My name is Sarah Sakakihara
and I am the president of the Maui High School Band. Mr. Wasano teaches us that it's
great to win, but that the real success begins from day one on the field when we make
the choice to give it our all at rehearsal, to make our friends, family, staff and each
other, proud.

From the beginning to the end of the season, it is incredible to see the progress in skill
and personal growth each member of the marching band has made. The marching
program that Mr. Wasano has built has not only created better musicians, but also
great people that I am proud to call my family. We are all very grateful to have had the
opportunity to share our 2019 field show "Outside the Box" with the community in
Hawaii and California. As the only competitive marching band on Maui, it was a great
experience for all of us to see the variety of high-quality marching bands on the
mainland.

We are all very thankful to our supportive parents, Mr. Wasano and his fantastic staff,
and for volunteers from the Band Booster Club for dedicating so much time to our
program. We are grateful to our community for supporting our program by attending
performances and participating in our fundraising efforts.

On behalf of the Maui High School Band, I would like to thank you for bestowing this
honor upon us and your kind words of support. We will continue to work hard and hope
that you are able to attend our future performances. Mahalo.

MS. LINDA MONDEN: Good morning, Councilmembers. I am Linda Monden, the president
of the Maui High Band Booster Club. The function of our Board is to support Band
Director Kerry Wasano and the students. As Councilmember Kama said, we do feed
them, we wash their uniforms, and we help them with their general logistics. But most
importantly, we fundraise all year round.

We are grateful for the outpouring of financial support from the community. When all
was said and done, it cost over 249,000 to take the students, staff, equipment, and
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instruments to California. Other expenses throughout the school year easily exceed
$100,000. But it is well worth the cost to provide our students with the unique music
program that teaches them more than music. They also learn how to be leaders, good
citizens, and lifelong supporters of Maui High School.

Our students spread their aloha spirit wherever they went. They gave candy leis to the
host high school marching band inspired by Councilmember Molina's aide Stacy
Takahashi. It was a really big hit. It had chocolate covered macadamia nuts, pineapple
gummies, mango gummies, and shave ice balls. They were ecstatic over it; all done
in their high school colors, of course. And another fun fact is Councilmember Kama's
aide Lois Whitney was actually our flute soloist first music teacher.

The students also gave omiyage to the hotel staff, bus drivers, and especially helpful
Disney cast members. In fact, the dining manager at the hotel was so excited about
our band's arrival that she made sure they had a high-capacity rice cooker and shoyu
available for breakfast. The marching band students received compliments for their
exceptional behavior on airplanes, buses, and at the hotel, and at the event site. They
were great ambassadors for Maui.

On behalf of the Board, we would like to thank Mr. Wasano, his family, and his staff for
all of their sacrifices, as he leads not only our band students, but supports music
programs throughout Maui County. We also want to thank Maui High School Principal
Jamie Yap and for being a significant source of support for our music department, and
his staff; especially Athletic Director Mike Ban and School Community Relations
Coordinator Stacy Woodson for their assistance throughout the year.

Finally, thank you, Councilmembers for recognizing the marching band's achievement
and for providing a platform for us to express our heartfelt gratitude to all of those who
make it possible for this music program to continue thriving. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Mahalo, Marching Band of Maui High School. Congratulations.

What did you say, 22 years, Mr. Wasano? Good memory; you remember my
daughter's name. Goodbye.

Okay. We're going to give a couple minutes for the students to file out.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Madam Chair.

CHAIR KING: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: May I request a brief recess?
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CHAIR KING; Okay. Well, we're going to take a recess at the call of the Chair. But we got
a lot of testimony today, so don't go anywhere.

(THE MEETING WAS RECESSED BY THE CHAIR AT 9:37 A.M., AND WAS RECONVENED
AT 9:40 A.M., WITH ALL MEMBERS PRESENT, EXCEPT COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA,
EXCUSED.)

CHAIR KING: Okay, 9:40. We're back in session; Council meeting of November 22, 2019,
and continuing on with our program.

Mr. Clerk, testimony.

COUNTY CLERK: For the record, RESOLUTION 19-185.

Madam Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda items. We
have established limited interactive communication that enables individuals from Hana,

Lanai, and Molokai, to provide testimony from our District Offices.

Individuals who wish to offer testimony from Hana, Lanai, and Molokai, should now
sign up with District Office staff. Individuals who wish to offer testimony in the chamber,
please sign up at the desk located in the eighth-floor lobby just outside the chamber
door. Testimony at all locations is limited to the items listed on today's agenda.

When testifying, please state your name and the name of any organization you
represent. Please also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

Currently, we have one testifier in Molokai and two at our Hana District Office.

Molokai District Office, please introduce your first testifier.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Mr. Clerk, before we proceed with testimony, I just want to read the,
remind everyone of the, the testifier, each testifier will be given three minutes on each
item to testify. The limitimer on the testifier's podium will, will light green at the start of
the testimony. At two minutes and thirty seconds, the light will change to yellow. And
at three minutes, the light will change to red, indicating your time to testify has expired.
And these lights will also go on for the remote testimony.

So, just asking that decorum in the chamber be maintained at all times. And the
standards of decorum are posted out in the lobby.

Okay, we'll go ahead and proceed with testimony. Mr. Clerk.
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COUNTY CLERK: Molokai District Office, please introduce your first testifier.

MS. ZHANTELL LINDO: Aloha, Chair. This is the Molokai District Office. We have one
testifier, Rob Stevenson.

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN OR ORAL TESTIMONY

MR. ROB STEVENSON Ftestifvina on Bill Nos. 58 (2019) and 59 (2019)1:

Aloha, Chair King, Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez, and Councilmembers. My name is
Robert Stevenson, representing the Molokai Chamber of Commerce. Thanks for the
opportunity to testify.

I'd like to testify on agenda item Bill No. 58 and ask that the Council please hold this
bill and do not pass it. We are concerned about not codifying the value of the tiers in
the real property tax form bill. It places a degree of uncertainty on our businesses and
property owners here, doesn't allow them to have a reasonable degree of certainty that
they will be in the same tier from year to year. So, we would ask that you hold that
portion and reconvene with the community, with the business leaders, the property
owners, to come up with those tiers and actually codify those tiers in law, and then
move, and then move forward with the measure after that.

We do applaud the tax reform legislation and the intent of it. We know that it's well-
intentioned and well meaning. This just, this one gap there that creates some
vulnerabilities for the business community and property owners that we would like to
see further addressed with more participation with the community.

Also, we applaud your efforts on Bill 59 with the tax valuations. And we're a little bit
unclear on some of the provisions, one of them being the condominium provisions. So,
our comments on that bill would be to please ensure that anyone who is living in a
condominium that they own or have a long-term lease, condominium be able to
maintain a homeowner's exemption for their primary resident. And that's all we have
for now. Thank you very much for your time and for the opportunity.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Mr. Stevenson. Members, any questions of the testifier on
Molokai? Okay, seeing none, thank you very much for your testimony.

Mr. Clerk.

MR. STEVENSON: Thank you.
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COUNTY CLERK: Hana Council District Office, please introduce your first testifier.

MS. MAVIS OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: Good morning, Chair. This is Mavis Oliveira-Medeiros
from the Hana Office. I have three testifiers. The first testifier is Ed Cashman, Edward
Cashman, testifying on item 19-480.

MR. EDWARD CASHMAN (testifvina on Countv Communication Nos. 19-474 and 19-480):

Good morning, Chair. Good morning, Councilmembers. My name is Ed Cashman,
testifying for me and my wife, my wife of 54 years. My wife is, we both residents in
Hamoa, my wife been there since 1948. I want to thank you folks for supporting
Ke Ao Hali'i for the management plan. We humbly ask for your continued support.

I'd also to testify on 19, article 19-474 . . . continue supporting the non-profit. That's
all, and again, thank you for your support and humbly ask for your continued support.
Mahalo.

(Councilmember Lee was excused from the meeting at 9:45 a.m.)

CHAIR KING: Mahalo, Mr. Cashman. Can you just specify again what the first item you were
testifying on? The number.

MS. OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: Do have any questions, Chair.

CHAIR KING: Mavis, what was the, what was the first item that he was test, Mr. Cashman
was testifying on.

MS. OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: The first item was 19-480.

CHAIR KING: Okay.

MS. OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: And then there's 19-474.

CHAIR KING: Thank you.

MR. CASHMAN: 19-480 for the-

CHAIR KING: Any questions, Councilmembers? No questions?

MR. CASHMAN: Ke Ao Hali'i management plan.
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CHAIR KING: Thank you. Thank you for your testimony.

MR. CASHMAN: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Ms. Medeiros, can you give us your next, introduce your next testifier?

MS. OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: Okay. Our next testifier is Sam Akoi, IV, testifying on 19-480
and 19-474.

MR. SAMUEL AKOI. IV (testifvina on Countv Communication Nos. 19-474 and 19-480):

Aloha, Chair. Aloha, County Council. My name is Samuel Akoi, IV; reside in Kipahulu,
on the Board with Ke Ao HaliM, ask you humbly to support Ke Ao Hali'i in their
movement of purchasing the Maka'alae land,... Mokae land. It's 19-480.

And also I'd like to testify for 19-474, for the economic development and cultural
budget. It's to fund the nonprofits on east side. Yea, thank you. Aloha.

CHAIR KING: Aloha. Thank you very much for your testimony. Any questions,
Councilmembers? Okay. No questions.

Ms. Medeiros, your next testifier.

MS. OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: We cannot hear you. Chair.

CHAIR KING: Oh, your next, you had a third testifier?

MS. OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: Okay. Yes. I have Moke Bergau, testifying on item 19-480.

MR. MOKE BERGAU (testifvina on Countv Communication Nos. 19-747 and 19-480):

Aloha kakahiaka. Chair, Councilmembers. My name is Moke Bergau and my
residence is Lower Nahiku, Hana, Maui. I am here on behalf of myself, and interest in
discussing item 19-40.

MS. OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: 480.

MR. BERGAU: Oh. 480, excuse me, ma'am. Yes, it's the land management plan and
property steward for tax key map on behalf of Ke Ao Hali'i's project and ongoing
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interest in producing this land into a viable area. I thank you, thank you very much,
Councilmembers and Vice-Chair to really look at this. And encouraging it for further
development in part of Ke Ao Hali'i.

And also, on another item that I'd like to comment on is 19-474. On behalf of all the
nonprofits on the east side of Maui, it is for an economic and cultural development
which is why we need it here on the east side. And I thank you very much for all your
considerations. It will help out very much. Aloha.

CHAIR KING: Aloha. Thank you for your testimony. Okay, no questions on the floor.

Ms. Medeiros, do you have any more testifiers?

MS. OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: That was it, Chair.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you very much.

MS. OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: Mahalo.

CHAIR KING: Mr. Clerk.

MS. OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: Thank you.

COUNTY CLERK: Currently, we have 17 individuals signed up to testify in the Council
chamber. The first person to testify in the Council chamber is Jim McLemore, testifying
on Bill 58 and Bill 59. To be followed by Ben Walin.

MR. JIM MCLEMORE (testifvina on Bill Nos. 58 (2019) and 59 (2019)1:

Good morning, everybody. I came down here to testify about the tax thing, so I guess
that's 58. And thanks to Yuki, I found out about it last week and we had a meeting
yesterday. I understand that it has been passed on the first reading. I have more than
five minutes' worth of objections to this bill.

You, this tier, I agree with everything the gentleman from Molokai said. You pass this
thing and you say it hasn't changed for owner-occupants, but this tiered system, you
don't have any numbers, we don't know what it is. And according to counsel.
Corporation Counsel, we cannot appeal whatever numbers you come up with; whether
you pull them out of a hat or whatever you do. And it's not fair to, to ramrod this bill
without knowing those facts to all the constituents that have voted for you, as far as I'm
concerned anyway.
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So, I implore you not, not to pass this bill until a lot more, you know, input is given to
you. My problem is it with, is I don't want to be run out of my house like the people,
the families of Makena were done earlier on in the previous years. I own a house and
if, if the neighbor besides me sell, sells his house for $2.5 million, that's great. But I'm
not selling my house. I'm retired. I want to pay for my house. I want to pay the taxes.
I understand it.

But you just, you're doing this without thinking it out. Does anybody understand that?
You all have houses. You don't know what your property taxes are going to be on it?
Anyway, I implore you to end up not to, not to do this. And let it, the community put
more input into it.

And there's one other thing. People know me as a musician, but I'm also a building
contractor. For the last 10 years, I have tried to get you to call me, the Council, about
affordable housing on Maui. I'm one of the six or seven contractors that have built
hundreds of affordable housing on Maui. And it could be done very simply if the
Council will just get behind it, like the previous Councils did.

So, if you want to talk about reality and affordable housing to somebody who's done it,
call me. Yuki knows how to get a hold of me, or I'll be glad to give you my phone
number. But nobody's called me in 10 years. It's easy to do. All these students right
here need housing. I'm sure somebody in the audience needs housing. It's simple to
do if you have somebody who knows how to do it. So, please, call me. Jim McLemore.
Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Alright. Thank you, Mr. McLemore. Any questions for the testifier?

Okay. Next, Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Ben Walin, testifying on Bills 58 and 59. To be followed
by Jason Economou.

MR. BEN WALIN ftestifvino on Bill Nos. 58 (20191 and 59 (2019)1:

Good morning. My name is Ben Walin. I'm testifying on Bill 58 on my behalf. And I
usually don't testify, but I think my grandfather who was part of COMET was rolling in
his grave last night when I found out about this and kicked me out of bed. This Bill 58
is, was bizarre when I first read it and there's so many things that I think you guys really
need to just defer this and get more public output like everybody had just said.
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But I'm going to come from the commercial real estate. I'm with Commercial Properties
of Maui. I do commercial real estate; I've been doing it for 30 years. The commercial
and industrial side of this bill makes absolutely no sense. Commercial landowners
pass through the property taxes to the tenants; so, the guy that does your fingernails,
the guy who fixes your car, your favorite plate lunch, mom and pop guys. Let's say
they're in a big property that's going to hit the high end of the tier. They're going to get
slammed with a higher tax rate than the guy who maybe is next door on a smaller
property. That doesn't make any sense. So, I think you guys really got to defer that
portion of it and take commercial and industrial out. It, it's just so illogical.

And on top of not knowing what the next guy is going to have, I understand this is a
tool to try and figure out a fairer way to make everything equitable and I get it. It's good
to have the tools, but you put the wrong tool into the wrong person's hand and the
economy's different, and all of a sudden you got total chaos. So, we don't want that
tool that's a nice, you know, knife to be able to make a beautiful dinner turn into
something that stabs everybody In the back. So, you got to establish what the tiers
are going to be. You got to make a very clear law that's just not some arbitrary thing
that somebody else makes up the rules later on and there's no certainty.

I thank you guys for the time. That's pretty much what I got. I mean there's a whole
bunch more things that the generational family side of it, which my grandfather was
mostly pushing for, is how do we not squeeze families that have been given properties
that are generational that all of a sudden end up in the top tier and now they're, you
might as well start foreclosing on them now. So, anyway, that's a whole nother story.
Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Walin. We have a question for you.

Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair. Aloha Mr. Walin. Mahalo for your
testimony. I just wanted clarification on that one part of your testimony where you said
that a neighboring commercial property that is bigger than--

MR. WALIN: Sure.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: -the one next door to it.

MR. WALIN: So, for example, let's say you have a large property, whether it be let's say
Wakea Business Center. There's a large four or five-acre property. You got a guy in
there who's renting 1,000 square feet. Right across the street from that, there's a




